
New York State Teacher 
Certification Exams

NYSTCE
Updated with 2021-22 completer data

Data presented to Teacher Education Council September and October 2022 and reviewed by 
Programs at the January 2023 Program Improvement Retreat



Analysis

• On Content Specialty Tests, candidates perform equal or better than NYS over the past two completer 
cohorts for initial and advanced students. When examined by race/ethnicity, a minimal difference between 
NYS and Buffalo State candidate performance is noted.  Individual programs examine subarea performance 
to determine performance strengths and areas in need of growth. The majority meet or exceed passing 
score of 520. On Educating all Students Tests, pass rates are very high across initial and advanced programs 
(95%). This is a trend over the past several years with a slight dip noted from 2020-21 (by 2%). That said, 
candidates from the most recent cohort had the highest mean since 2016.   Performance on subareas was 
also strong but some relative areas of weakness were noted in the constructed response related to English 
Language Learners and Students with Disabilities.  Additional professional development for faculty was 
scheduled in these areas and new assignments were revised as a result. Additional special education 
coursework open to all education students (outside of the special education program) was discussed and 
disseminated for advisement.

• We noted that some students are not graduating but not taking the EAS exam, or not taking it within 
the first 0-4 years after. This should be noted that students have up to 5 years to complete their master’s 
degree once initial certification is issued and may attend graduate school immediately. In addition, 
candidates may leave NYS or teach at a private school or agency setting that may not require the 
certification in NYS (thus candidates may wait to take the exams). Finally, in recent years, a COVIC 
emergency certificate was issued and thus, candidates put off taking the certification exams right away, 
since it was not needed for them to obtain certification after graduation.



Notes About CST

Data reported by Initial and Advanced levels (all TEU 
programs combined) 

-Pass rate is 520 or 220 on new CSTs (not old or safety net)

-Overall mean
-Comparison to NYS performance
-Best attempt reported
-Reported by completer cohort (not year taken)

Disaggregated program level data available via the TEU 
Data Dashboard (always available on the TEU Website) and 
formally reviewed annually at Program Improvement 
Retreat. 



Content Specialty Test
NYSTCE Data



Completers vs. Test Takers on CST 2021-22

Initial Program Completers

N=326

Advanced Program Completers

N=121

N=38 in programs requiring CST 

Initial Program CST Test Takers

N= 204  (63%)

Advanced Program CST Test Takers

N= 82  

Overview/Analysis:



All Initial

520 
passing 
score

n= 203                    n= 211                    n =204



All Advanced (no SDL & Bilingual) 

520 
passing 
score

n= 107                    n= 103                    n =79 



Advanced:  SDL & Bilingual only

n= 15                    n= 11                        n =3 

220 
passing 
score



Comparing CST Performance between BSC & NYS 
by Race/Ethnicity

All CSTs combined for all BSC candidates 
(initial + advanced)



Educating All Students  (EAS)

Selected Response (SR) n = 40 items
Constructed Response (CR)  n=3 items



Educating All Students (EAS)
2021-22 test takers n=215

Reported here:

-pass rates

-overall mean

-mean compared to NYS

-comparing white to non-white candidates

Notes:

Data reported by completer cohort (not year taken)

Best attempt reported.

Program level data available at retreat (or whenever you want by accessing 
program data dashboard

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/tiffany.fuzak/viz/programdash/Welcome

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/tiffany.fuzak/viz/programdash/Welcome
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Pass Rates on EAS for Initial Program 
Candidates  (95% 2021-22)

96%                   97%                    96%                 98%                   97%                95%



Passing Score = 520  (400-600 range)

BSC
NYS

2021-22 had 
highest 

mean since 
2016

n=162                              n=206                            n=228                              n=215



Comparing EAS Pass Rates: 
White vs. Non-White Candidates at BSC

100% vs 88%        98 vs 87%      97% vs 85%



EAS Subarea Performance

CR CR CR



NYS vs. BSC Subarea Performance



Constructed response
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